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This morning I started to repair my electric chord reel.  The breaker 

button is weak and wouldn’t hold a load.  It occurred to me that I could 

make a much bigger reel  that would hold a few hundred foot of chord.  

Bigger would be better.  I started looking around for stuff to build one 

with.   When I figured out I had enough stuff, I went to work. 

The first thing I built was the base of the 

reel.  I used some pieces of 2x6 to make 

the upright and the base.  I fastened 

them with lag bolts so it would hold.  I 

dug up some ¾” pipe and an elbow to hang 

the spool on.  The base was about two feet 

tall.  I cut a piece of pipe just a bit longer and 

a short piece about six inches and put them 

together with an elbow.  I drilled holes in the 

log pipe and fastened it to the upright with lag bolts. 

Figuring I’d have two or three hundred feet of 

electrical chord on the reel it was bound to be 

heavy.  I scrounged some wheels from an old mini-

tiller.  I mounted them on the upright so I could tip 

it over and roll it.  I added a brace for stability. 

For the reel I cut two square pieces of 2x6 and 

centered a hole in them just a bit larger than the 

pipe.  I cut plywood and made a small box with the 

squares to serve as the hub of the reel.  I cut two 

pieces of plywood about 20” square for the sides of 

the reel.  I cut a large hole in the center for the back 

side of the reel and a square hole about 5” in the center for the front side.  I 

screwed them on the hub. 

Rather than building in a plug like on the store bought reel I simply installed a 

power strip.  I mounted the strip on the outside of the reel and ran the plug through a hole in the hub.  For a turn handle 

I used the plastic handle of an old paint roller and mounted it with a ¼” eyebolt. 

I mounted the hub on the pipe.  On either side of the reel I put two rubber washers.  To keep the hub on the pipe I 

drilled a hole and dropped a nail through it.  The last touch was to screw a hook on the base to hold the wire as it is 

being reeled in.   

It ain’t pretty but it works! 


